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of change that Life is always experiencing in. Time. An equilibrium
retrospectively designed to serve as a response to one particular set of
already past challenges is thus virtually bound, with the sheer passage
of Time, to fall farther and farther out of gear with current facts and
needs, as these change in the flow of the Time-stream; every one of
these changes adds to the mounting strain on the established equilibrium
by increasing the discrepancy between an Epimethean dispensation and
a Promethean reality; and, while it may be arguable that the consequent
tension would never have exploded into a general war, but for the dis-
proportionate increase in the relative strength of one of the Great Powers,
it will usually also be arguable that the aggressor would never have
ventured to challenge his peers for the prize of world dominion if he
had not been able to count on reinforcing his own strength, and masking
the egotism of his own ambitions, by presenting himself as the champion
of other forces which could likewise claim that an antiquated equilibrium
was no longer giving them fair play.

The storm in which this cumulative tension eventually discharges
itself sometimes breaks unheralded from a clear sky. Sometimes, on the
other hand, it is preceded by premonitory showers that are ominous for
observers who have eyes to see, A burst of short local minor wars is a
characteristic prelude to a general war, though it is not a symptom that
invariably displays itself.

When, with or without such a prelude, a general war does break out,
its immediate outcome is apt to be negatively decisive without being
positively constructive. The outstanding direct result is usually the
defeat of the arch-aggressor; but, in this act of the play, he is apt to be
temporarily foiled rather than permanently ham-strung or sincerely
converted to a good-neighbourly state of mind and feeling; and the
other, perhaps ultimately more important, problems that had found no
solution within the framework of the old order are now apt to be shelved,
rather than solved, in a patched-up peace that is improvised primarily in.
order to meet the urgent immediate need for giving the society a rest in
which it may recover from its exhaustion.

Even if the urgency of restoring peace for its own sake did not thus
force the peace-negotiators' pace, they would, no doubt, find it difficult
or impossible to map out a blue print for the summary and comprehen-
sive solution of problems that were not open to being solved either all
at once or all in the council-chamber. The passage of Time, which, in
the spell of peace preceding the general war, had maleficently created
intractable problems by turning an accomplished settlement into an
anachronism, now beneficently ripens these still unsolved problems to
a point at which a solution of them at last becomes attainable. Yet, even
when Time is thus working to facilitate Diplomacy, instead of working,
as before, to aggravate the difficulties of the statesman's task, Diplomacy
once again proves incapable of doing its job without again employing
the instrument of War to carry its policy over the stiles of collective
obtuseness and inertia. A spell of peace that gives a war-stricken society
the necessary breathing-space is therefore apt to be followed by a further
burst of warfare over the still unsettled issues on which the recent